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November 3, 2005

Vice President Richard B. Cheney
Eisenhower Executive Office Building
Washington, DC 20501

Dear Mr. Vice President:

In response to significant public scrutiny, President Gerald R. Ford came to Capitol
Hill on October 17, 1974 to testify before the House Judiciary Committee's
Subcommittee on Criminal Justice on why he pardoned President Richard M. Nixon. At
the time of President Ford's appearance before Congress, you served as his Deputy Chief
of Staff and later became his Chief of Staff. With that precedent in mind, we
respectfully request that you make yourself available to appear before Congress to
explain the details and reasons for your office's involvement --and your personal
involvement - in the disclosure of Valerie Wilson's identity as a Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) operative.

Last week, your former Chief of Staff 1.Lewis" Scooter" Libby was indicted for
committing perjury and obstructing the investigation of Special Counsel Patrick
Fitzgerald into the disclosure of Valerie Wilson's identity. According to the indictment,
you and members of your office were involved in discussions about Valerie Wilson and
her work for the CIA. In fact, the indictment alleges that you personally informed Mr.
Libby that Valerie Wilson worked in the CIA's Counterproliferation Division and that
you had learned this information from the CIA.

It is extremely important with regard to the maintenance of the integrity of our
democratic republic that the full and complete truth of this matter be made available to
the American people. Unfortunately, doubts and questions will continue to grow until the
nation learns the complete story behind the leak of Valerie Wilson's identity. There are
many wide-ranging questions about your involvement with the disclosure of Valerie
Wilson's identity to which the American people deserve answers, including:

. Why were you and other officials in your office investigating Valerie Wilson's
employment with the CIA?

. Did you authorize Mr. Libby to disclose Valerie Wilson's identity to the news
media? Were you aware that he was doing so?

. At the time ofthe leak, Valerie Wilson's husband, former Ambassador Joseph
Wilson, had been publicly questioning the Administration's claim that Iraq was
seeking uranium from Niger, which had been used as a primary justification for
war. At the time of the leak, did you believe the claim that Iraq had sought
uranium from Niger was true? When did you first learn that the uranium claims
were untrue? Was the disclosure of Valerie Wilson's identity an attempt to
discredit her husband and what he had been saying about the uranium claims
being false?

. When you learned that the leak had occurred, did you investigate whether any
members of your staff were responsible for this act? If so, when did you do so
and what were your findings? Do you think that those involved with the leak
should be allowed to maintain their security clearances?
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We therefore encourage you to follow the example of your former boss, President
Ford, by testifYingbefore Congress. Openness and sunshine are the best way to restore
public trust that the White House is operating ethically, efficiently, and in compliance
with rules protecting national security.

Sincerely,


